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Research Objective

Examine the effect of child grants on gendered time allocation of single
parents across SNA production work, household work, care work, leisure,
self-care and other-activities in South Africa.
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Motivation

Child grants and subsidies are widely used to support family with
children.

Existing studies only analyze the effect of grants on labor force
participation or market work following a labor-leisure time trade-off
model.

No paper has assessed the effect of child grants on overall time
allocation of individuals.
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Significance

Individuals spend more time on work, be it paid or unpaid, they have
less time to spend on leisure and rest.

Feminist discussion argues that social welfare grants can impact time
spent in household and care work and reduce work intensities of
caregivers.

Social safety net programs aimed at child welfare may also reinforce
the roles of caregivers.
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Conceptual Framework

Income Effect
Look for job.

Disincentive to work.

Social Transformation Effect
Empower caregiver.

Spend in personal care rather than child care.

Withdrawal from care work.

Market Substitution Effect
Use time-saving technologies.

Afford paid care support.

Human Capital Accumulation Effect

Improve Health and schooling of children.

Spend time to provide quality childcare.
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Child Grants in South Africa

Three types of unconditional child grants available: Child Support
Grant (CSG), Foster Care Grant (FCG) and Care Dependency Grant
(CDG).

Purpose(s):

Primary: Advance the human capital of the children to reduce future
poverty.
Secondary: Improve the welfare of the household members, especially
caregivers, and increase the resilience of the poor against shocks.

Eligibility Criteria:

Age of children: Children younger than 18 years.
Income of primary caregivers: Single - below R2,500 per month
(≈ $166) and Married - below R5000 per month (≈ $322).
Nationality and residency of children: Live with the primary caregivers.
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Data

2010 Time Use Survey (TUS) of South Africa.

Collects time diaries of 2 randomly selected household members - 1
female and 1 male.

Records socio-demographic and labor market information.

Representative by provinces, geography types (urban formal, urban
informal, rural formal and tribal areas) and metro or non-metro areas.
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Sample: Eligible Single Parents
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Sample: Grant Recipient and Non-recipient
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Time Use Activity Classification

SNA production work: Work in establishment + Primary production
not for establishment + Other production of goods and services not
for establishment

Domestic chore: Household maintenance + Water and fuel collection

Care work: Care for household members

Leisure: Mass media use + Doing Nothing

Self-maintenance: Personal Care such as bathing, sleeping etc.

Other non-work activities: Learning + Social and cultural activities
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Empirical Model

Hiagpd = βao +βa1Rigp +βa2Fi +βa3Rigp×Fi +βaXXi +µag +γap +dad +εia
(1)

R∗
igp = αo + α1Zi + αa2Fi + α3Zi × Fi + αXXi + µg + γp + ηi

R = I(R∗ > 0); (2)
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Instrumental Variable

IV: Median travel time to the welfare office from geographical area g
of province p.

Constructed from 2008 Generalized Household Survey (GHS).

Increase in the median travel time to the welfare office reduces the
probability of child welfare grant receipt.
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Empirical Result
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Robustness and Sensitivity Check

Limit sample of eligible single parents to never married, widowed,
separated and divorced.

Limit age of the eligible single parents to 20 to 45 years.
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Conclusion

Living in child grants recipients households decrease the time spent in
SNA production work, but increase the time spent in unpaid
household and care work.

Disproportionate effect of children grants by single fathers and
mothers.

Child welfare programs certainly have the potential to shift caregivers’
time allocation.

The reinforcing effect of the child grants on caregiving and the overall
increase in work time not only increases stress and fatigue but also
may worsen the intrahousehold inequalities inherent to division of
labor.
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Thank You
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Individual Characteristics R vs. NR
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Household and Regional Characteristics R vs. NR
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Time Allocation by Grant Receipt
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Instrumental Variable Construction

GHS dataset records the travel time in interval I, [tgp, tgp + ∆tgp]

For each g of p, calculate the frequency, fI , where, f is the frequency
of travel time for I=1,..,5.

[Position of median]gp = [n+1
2 ] = [

∑n
I=1 fI
2 ]th value

The interval I which contains the median is g of p is identified based
on the position, denoted as m.

Mediangp = tgp +
(
∑n

I=1 fI )gp
2

−(
∑5

I=1 fI )gp
(
∑m

I=1 fI )gp
× ∆gp
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Instrumental Variable Check
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Robustness Test 1
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Robustness Test 2
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