THEINDUSTRY EXPERTISE CHANNEL OF MORTGAGE LENDING

XIAO, ZHANBING & ZHENG, YUXIANG

ABSTRACT

This paper documents an industry expertise channel
that reduces the information asymmetry between
banks and mortgage borrowers. This channel is a
result of information spillover from a bank’s special-
ization in corporate lending to its mortgage lend-
ing. We find that banks allocate more mortgage
credits to counties of which the major economic
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where i represents a bank, j represents a mortgage borrower’s home county, ¢ represents mortgage origination
year;Y; ;; is the logarithm of the number of approved mortgages. Same Industry, ,, is a dummy indicating a
bank and a county share same industry specializations. Xj; ;. is a vector of controls at the bank-county-year
level. u; is bank fixed effects, and 7, ; is county by year fixed etfects.
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Better information allows banks to better discrimi-
nate between "good" and "bad" borrowers. Thus,
mortgages originated through the industry expertise
channel should be less standardized, i.e., larger dis-
persion In mortgage size.
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IMPLICATION FOR PERFORMANCE

Bank-year regression: RankofSpecializedLending
is the rank of proportion of banks” mortgage loans
initiated through the industry expertise channel.

SUBSAMPLE ANALYSIS

e Access to credits is limited for long-distance
borrowers (e.g., Degryse and Ongena (2005),
Agarwal and Hauswald (2010), Hollander and
Verriest (2016)).

 Banks’ information demand is higher when lo-
cal risk increases, as borrowers are more likely
to miss their mortgage payments and default,
resulting in significant losses.
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through branch expansions, social networks, or

reduced travel costs, etc. (e.g., Alessandrini et
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