
Grandfathers and Grandsons: 
Social Security Expansion and Child Health in China

Mechanism
We found time allocation of grandparents to childcare

changed moderately. The effects are likely to be drive by an income
expansion. We tested the mechanism of son-preference by
differentiating father’s father from mother’s father. The effects of
father’s father show more economic and statistical significance,
implying son-preference is a plausible channel. Because the
grandson carries the family name from father’s father.
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Fact 1: Co-residence of the Elderly with
Children is Common in Rural China

According to our tabulation using China Family
Panel Studies (2012, 2014), > 40% of adults age 55-65
co-reside with children under 12; > 30% of rural
children are mainly cared by grandparents.

New Rural Pension Scheme (NRPS)
NRPS was rolled out in full scale since 2012, and

rural enrollees over age 60 are eligible to receive a
minimum of 70 CNY non-contributory monthly
pension.

Following Duflo (2003), we leveraged discontinuity
change of age eligibility and variations in pension
receipt to identify the inter-generational effect of NRPS
on height and weight among grandchildren.

Figure 2. Height-for-age Z Scores of Boys (Green) and 
Girls (Red) 

Figure 1. Share of Primary Childcare Giver for Children 
under 12

Figure 3. BMI Z Scores of Boys (Green) and Girls (Red)

Figure 4. Effects of NRPS on Household Income

Results 1: NRPS Increases Child Weight,
But Not Height

Table 1. Effects of NRPS on Child BMI Z Score: Full Sample

Results 2: Effects are Driven by Male
Pension Receipt, in Boys Subsample
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Fact 2: Double Burden of Child
Malnutrition in Rural China

Compared with urban children, rural children are
shorter at each age, but their weight is catching up.
BMI of those under 12 is even larger than their urban
counterparts.
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Table 2. Effects of NRPS on Child Weight: Subsample Results
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Please see the latest version of paper on my website:
https://sites.google.com/view/jinyang-yang


