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American Economic Association 
Scientific Word & Workplace Style Guide for Authors 

Guidelines for Preparation of Accepted Manuscript

This style guide may be used for the following AEA journals:
	 •	 AER: The American Economic Review
	 •	 P&P: Papers and Proceedings
	 •	 AEJ: American Economic Journals
	 •	 JEL: Journal of Economic Literature

Your careful adherence to this style guide is greatly appreciated and will expedite 
the publication of your manuscript.

	 (i)	 Download the LaTeX author package from: www.aeaweb.org/templates/sw_
templates.zip. Install the�files per accompanying instructions. There is a tem-
plate for each journal to guide your manuscript preparation.

	 (ii)	 Manuscript Preparation: (For detailed AER/AEJ style information, please 
refer to style guide at www.aeaweb.org/aer/styleguide.pdf)

Fonts: Fonts: Your article will be set in Times by default. If, for some reason, you 
have difficulties with the mathtime package, you may remove it. If you experience 
technical difficulties, you may see the technical support page at www.aeaweb.org/
templates/technical_support.pdf. In any case, the correct font will be substituted 
during the production process.

Packages: The use of packages should be limited to those packages that provide 
core functionality, such as amsmath, graphicx, natbib, and harvard. Avoid the use 
of packages that change the style (geometry, fancyhdr, setspace, etc.). Avoid the 
use of packages that use postscript to draw diagrams or label graphics (pstricks, 
psfrags, and most other packages with ps or eps in the name). If it is necessary to 
use such packages, then render the result to a high quality graphic and include the 
graphic in your manuscript, but do not include the package and its commands in 
your manuscript. The journal production is NOT done in LaTeX and most package-
based commands will not translate to the production environment.

 Frontmatter: Please follow the sample in the template. In particular, please note:
	 •	� The date command is used in draft mode to print a revision date, for your 

convenience.
	 •	� Please supply a short title for the running head using the command so named.
	 •	 Please do not footnote the title.
	 •	 All authors names should be typed within a single author command.
	 •	� Authors’ contact information and acknowledgements should be given in a 

single footnote following the last author’s name. Please supply institution 
name, full mailing address, and e-mail address for each author. For authors 
affiliated with more than one institution, please supply the names of all 
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institutions, but give only one mailing address and one e-mail address. 
Please include your department in your mailing address, if appropriate. This 
material should be in a single paragraph.

	 •	� An abstract is required. For detailed guidelines on producing a high-qual-
ity abstract, please see our abstract style guide at: www.aeaweb.org/aer/
abstracts.html.

Class Options: �Final Copy, Blind Review, Draft:
	 •	� The class has options Final Copy (finalmode), Blind Review Copy (review-

mode), and Draft (draftmode) for final submissions, blind review copy, and 
your personal working copy, respectively. Class options are selected from 
the menu Typeset > Options and Packages > Class Options. These options 
are available in that dialog box under the heading Typesetting Mode after 
clicking the Modify button. 

	 •	� To prepare copy for reviewers, simply select the Blind Review Copy review-
mode class option and recompile your document.

	 •	� Draft spacing is controlled in the preamble (Typeset > Preamble) and is set to 
1.5 lines by default. You may change this to any positive, real number within 
reason. Draft spacing is only used when the draftmode class option is set.

	 •	� Do not use double-spacing packages. The three modes described above han-
dle these issues automatically. Simply select the desired class option and 
recompile your document.

Document Body:
	 •	 Footnotes: Please use the usual footnote command (not endnotes).
	 •	� Please use aea.bst for proper reference formatting, if you are using bib-

tex. For sample references, if needed, please see www.aeaweb.org/sample_
references.pdf.

Figures and Tables:
	 •	� Figures and tables should be included within the document as floats with a 

short caption. The caption should not be part of the figure graphic. Place �fig-
ure captions below the figure. Place table captions above the table. You may 
place figures and tables within the document in the approximate location 
where you would like them to appear. Editors will determine final location.

	 •	� Place figured within a Figure-Floating environment with the caption below 
the figure but still within the float environment. Figure notes are placed 
below the caption using the Figure Notes environment. Be sure that in the 
properties of the graphic, on the layout tab, the placement is NOT set to 
floating. The float environment is supplied by the Figure-Floating tag and 
nesting floats will cause a compilation error.

	 •	� Place table within a Table-Floating environment with the caption above the 
table still within the float environment. Table notes are placed below the 
table using the Table Notes environment. 

	 •	� Table footnotes, if necessary, should be set below the table, not at the bot-
tom of the page. This should happen automatically in SW if the table is 
within a Table-Floating environment.
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Backmatter:
	 •	� Appendix: Authors are encouraged to use an Appendix for technical 

proofs and derivations that can be separated from the main text. AER 
appendixes longer than five pages will appear online and must be sent as 
a separate �file.

	 •	� References: Use full names of authors or editors (last names first), using 
initials only if that is the usage of the particular author/editor. List all 
author/editors up to/including ten names. Authors of articles and books 
and material without specific authors or editors, such as government doc-
uments, bulletins, or newspapers, are to be listed alphabetically. Please 
refer to the sample references available at www.aeaweb.org/sample_refer-
ences.pdf.

	 •	� Data sources: Please see data availability policy at: www.aeaweb.org/aer/
data.php. 

Manuscript Delivery: please provide the following files in a ZIP archive (or 
other archive format) to prevent your files from being damaged during e-mailing:

	 •	� PDF of the manuscript will be used to guide editors in the preparation of 
your manuscript for publication (but not as camera-ready copy). Use the 
class option finalmode to prepare this final copy.

	 •	 TEX source file for your manuscript.
	 •	 aux file from most recent compile.
	 •	 bbl file from most recent compile, if using bibtex.
	 •	 Figure source files (pdf, eps, ai, ppt, or wmf).
	 •	 Table source file if available in Excel.

Different Installations of LaTeX:
	 •	� These templates are designed to be compatible with Scientific Work (SW)

This should not be a problem for users of other LaTeX installations. You 
may note many comment lines. These are used by SW for commands of 
interest to SW but not to LaTeX. Please simply ignore these.

	 •	� You many note the syntax\QTR{caption}{My caption} where you would 
normally expect \caption{My caption}. Either syntax will work, but the 
former will work better for SW users so you may choose your syntax 
according to whether or not SW users need to open your tex file.

	 •	� The mathtime package may require encoding options which are particular 
to your site. These templates are provided with no encoding options for 
this package (which should work for miktex users) but you may add any 
options which are needed at your site. Please seek local IT assistance with 
package options for mathtime, as needed. You may also see the technical 
support page at http://www.aeaweb.org/templates/technical_support.pdf 
or you may remove the mathtime package completely.

 Copyright: EACH author/coauthor will receive a copyright transfer agreement 
which must be signed and returned. A paper for which there is no signed copyright 
transfer agreement cannot be published. Please call the editorial office (412) 432-
2311 if you foresee any problems involving this requirement or if you have any 
questions.


